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Partnering Organization Resources 2026-2027

OAS is collaborating with Partner Organizations to share curriculum that may enhance understanding of concepts and provide additional competition opportunities for students using their Ohio STEP STEM Plan and completing additional elements to meet entry requirements. To meet these, students should look first at those competitions with changing themes or content areas. This may help them generate ideas for developing their Ohio STEP STEM Plans. These resources also provide additional activities for developing a pitch and assessing the target market. 

1. Problem, Pain Point, Market Opportunity – Idea generators
2. Entrepreneurship and Pitches
3. Competitions

[bookmark: _Hlk211345727]1. Problem, Pain Point, Market Opportunity – Idea generators
These resources can be used to illustrate the connection between real-world problems and innovations, and prompt students’ interest toward investigating related problems. 
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Description automatically generated]DriveOhio Educator Toolkit – provides a summary of resources for K-12 and Career Technical educators, employers, and other workforce stakeholders to facilitate STEM education and career outreach programs.


· [image: ] OSLN Design Challenge 

This year’s challenge: #STEMmakesOhio Design Challenge
This year’s statewide design challenge partners with the Ohio Manufacturers’ Association and the U.S. National Science Foundation HAMMER Engineering Research Center.

The 2026-2027 challenge question is:

· How can we change or improve how we make things so we can build materials, parts, and products in new places or environments?

· In other words, how can we think of new ways to make things in unusual or surprising places?

· Develop a plan, system, or product to make the future of manufacturing possible in new places. Vehicle integration and manufacturing.
· Service, maintenance, and customer experience
· Electric vehicle supply equipment/customer experience
· Government and societal concerns around electric vehicle use

2. Entrepreneurship and Pitches
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· Young Entrepreneur Pitch Challenge Toolkit Young Entrepreneur Pitch Challenge is a simple set of activities that helps kids learn creativity, problem solving, critical thinking, and presentation skills.
· Teaching Young Entrepreneurs to Prepare for a Selling Experience Toolkit Teaching Young Entrepreneurs: A Startup Guide is a flexible toolkit designed to help educators support young people as they launch real-world businesses and gain essential life skills. Through hands-on activities, students grades K-12 move from idea generation to managing profits, developing both practical knowledge and an entrepreneurial mindset. Whether used in a classroom or club setting, this experience empowers students to learn by doing, connect with local entrepreneurs, and build the confidence and skills needed for future success.
· Entrepreneurship Pathway to Workforce Readiness Toolkit The Entrepreneurship Pathway to Workforce Readiness Toolkit will prepare you to facilitate 12 one-hour sessions culminating in a pitch event that enables students to demonstrate skills required for an OhioMeansJobs-Readiness Seal.
The OhioMeansJobs-Readiness Seal is a formal designation students can earn on their high school diplomas and transcripts indicating they have the personal strengths, strong work ethic and professional experience that employers need. Introducing high school students to entrepreneurship by having them work with a mentor to identify a problem, develop a solution, and pitch it provides an opportunity for them to practice and develop essential workforce skills.
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Description automatically generated]YIPPEE Marketplace – Through a curated marketplace, YIPPEE connects educators with real-world entrepreneurs and hands-on learning experiences that build the skills and mindsets students need to thrive. These include curricula, pitch cards, and books for middle school and high school grade bands. 



3. Competitions


· Young Entrepreneur Pitch Challenge Ohio Pitch Contest- is a simple set of activities that help K-12 students learn creativity, problem solving, critical thinking, and presentation skills. Learning the skill of making an elevator pitch allows students to turn problems into opportunities.

· OSLN Design Challenge - The Ohio STEM Learning Network’s annual design challenge invites students from across the state to tackle real-world problems through hands-on, creative problem-solving. By participating, students build essential skills like teamwork, resilience, and critical thinking—while bringing STEM learning to life in any classroom.see alignment below.

OSLN & OAS Alignment
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Step 1 Hypothesis/Engineering Design Identify Problem and Target Customers
Statement

Step 2 Background Research Solution and STEM Background Research

Step 3 Methods, Materials, STEM Background Research (Prototype)
Experimentation/Design Plan and Initial
Prototype

Step 4 Methods, Materials, Assess and Iterate
Experimentation/Design Plan and Initial
Prototype

Step 5 Presentation of Data/Conclusion Written Plan and Pitch

*Please note that the Design Challenge components will help to complete requirements for sections of the OAS

programs. The OAS programs are separate from the OSLN Design Challenge. Carefully read all the necessary OAS

requirements as they require additional steps for project completion.*
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